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SUBJECT: PRE-ELECTION REPORTING BY EMBASSY AND CONSTITUENT 
POSTS 

FOR AMBASSADOR, CONSULS BROWER AND KILPATRICK FROM DEPUTY 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OAKLEY 

1 . WE HAVE BEEN FOLLOWING WITH INTEREST THE SERIES OF 
AIRGRAMS FROM JAKARTA AND THE CONSTITUENT POSTS SURVEYING 
INDONESIA PROVINCE BY PROVINCE IN ADVANCE OF THE MAY 
ELECTIONS. THE REPORTS HAVE GIVEN US VALUABLE INSIGHT 

INTO THE CURRENT POLITICAL SCENE, CONTRIBUTING GREATLY TO 
OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE MULTITUDE OF POLITICAL, ECONOMIC 
AND SOCIAL FACTORS INVOLVED. BEYOND THIS. HOWEVER, THEY 
HAVE ALSO PROVIDED A REMARKABLY DETAILED AND TRULY UNIQUE 
SNAPSHOT OF VIRTUALLY THE ENTIRE COUNTRY AT AN IMPORTANT 
PERIOD IN ITS HISTORY - INCLUDING SOME AREAS WE HAVE NOT 
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HEARD FROM IN YEARS. THERE HAS BEEN NOTHING QUITE LIKE 
THIS SERIES OF REPORT FOR ILLUMINATING BOTH THE DIVERSITY 
OF INDONESIA AND THE COMMON THEMES THAT, HOWEVER 
IMPERFECTLY, HOLD IT TOGETHER. 

2. WOULD YOU PLEASE CONVEY TO EACH OF THE STAFF MEMBERS 
WHO HAS CONTRIBUTED TO THIS PROJECT OUR APPRECIATION FOR 
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AN OUTSTANDING JOB. I KNOW THERE ARE TIMES IN THE FIELD 
WHEN YOU MAY WONDER WHETHER ANYONE BACK HOME IS READING 
YOUR OUTPUT. YOU CAN BE SURE THAT THIS SERIES HAS AN AVID 
READERSHIP. CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL ON A FIRST-RATE PIECE 
OF WORK. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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